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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING at GJH MYP

1. School assessment philosophy

At GJH MYP programme we believe the assessment can lead the child towards a positive sense of self-worth and self-competence.
The aim of assessment in the MYP is to:

· enable students to show their understanding, knowledge and skills

· enhance their learning by providing feedback

· develop the students’ capacity to learn by providing them opportunities to review their learning and to set further goals

· provide feedback to the teachers and to help improve the teaching process

· inform the parents about the students’ progress 
2. Forms of assessment

a) Formative assessment

It is an ongoing process happening throughout the units of learning over the whole school year. We view it as a necessary and important tool for the teacher to identify the students‘needs and to review the teaching so that improvement in students’ performance and their attitudes towards learning can be achieved. The formative assessment can take various forms as an informal discussion, quiz, short test and this assessment is carried out on a regular basis. 
b) Summative assessment
This form of assessment usually happens at the end of each unit and it leads towards the decision of criterion levels achieved for a summative task. 

The summative assessment is criterion based, which means each task is assessed against a set of given criteria. The criteria are different for each subject from preMYP to 4. We use the MYP prescribed criteria levels in the final year of MYP. 

Student’s performance is assessed against each criterion at least once in a half term, final criterion level at the end of school year is combined from both terms.
Our assessment is internal and our assessment practices undergo regular internal moderation and reviewing.

c) Internal requirements 

Based on the internal agreements, a student is believed to be underachieving if he/she has the final grade 3 from more than two subjects in preMYP, MYP 1, 2, 3 and grade 3 from more than one subject in MYP4, 5 at the end of each term. If such a case, the student is required to retake the summative assessment procedure from the subject/s. The student s informed about the exact content and time of the procedure in advance. The results of this exam are recorded in the assessment sheets and in the report card. 

If a student fails to meet the required objectives, the student and the parents are invited to a conference with the head of the international school to discuss the situation and decide on further steps.

3. Reporting

The official reporting takes place four times a year with the report card being issued twice a year- in January and in June. Parents are informed about the students’ achievement and progress at regular parents meeting which are held four times a school year. On request, individual meeting can be arranged at any time throughout the school year. Teachers record the assessment results in the assessment sheets on the web site, on a regular basis. In preMYP –MYP 3 the formative and summative results are also recorded in students’ grade books.  

The students’ final achievements are assessed against the official IBO final grade system from 7 to 1 (seven stands for an excellent performance). Alongside the report card we also issue a General attitude report card, which gives the information about student’s effort in the subject, preparation for the lessons and self-discipline.

4. FAQ about MYP assessment

a) What does criterion assessment mean?

Criterion based assessment is an inevitable part of learning and teaching in MYP. Each subject has a set of criteria which reflects objectives of the subjects. The objectives can be such as concepts, knowledge or skills. Each criterion has levels of achievements. 

The students are given the assessment criteria in advance, so they know what their goals are for each unit of learning. The student’s final achievement in the subject is reflected in the IBO final grade, which is issued twice in a school year, in January and in June. See the table below.

	Grade
	Descriptor

	Grade 1.

(Very poor)
	Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and contexts. Very rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely using knowledge or skills.

	Grade 2

(Poor)
	Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant gaps in understanding for many concepts and contexts. Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills.

	Grade 3

(Mediocre)
	Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of many concepts and contexts, with occasionally significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar classroom situations.

	Grade 4

(Satisfactory)
	Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings or minor gaps. Often demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and skills with some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in unfamiliar situations.

	Grade 5

(Good)
	Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and real-world situations and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations.

	Grade 6

(Very good)
	Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates extensive understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar and unfamiliar classroom and real-world situations, often with independence.

	Grade 7

(Excellent)
	Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts. Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently transfers knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in variety of complex classroom and real-world situations.


Specific subject criteria. All criteria have maximum values 8.
	Language and literature (Slovak)

	Criterion A: Analysing

	Criterion B: Organizing

	Criterion C: Producing text

	Criterion D: Using language

	Language acquisition (English, German, Spanish)

	Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text

	Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text

	Criterion C: Communicating

	Criterion D: Using language 

                       

	Mathematics

	Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

	Criterion B: Investigating patterns                
 

	Criterion C: Communicating

	Criterion D: Applying mathematics in real-world contexts

	Sciences (Physics, Chemistry, Biology)

	Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

	Criterion B: Inquiring and designing 

	Criterion C: Processing and evaluating

	Criterion D: Reflecting on the impacts of science

	Individuals and societies (History, Geography)

	Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

	Criterion B: Investigating

	Criterion C: Communicating

	Criterion D: Thinking critically

	Arts (Music, Visual Art)

	Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

	Criterion B: Developing skills

	Criterion C: Thinking creatively

	Criterion D: Responding

	Design (Design Technology, Digital Design )

	Criterion A: Inquiring and analysing

	Criterion B: Developing ideas

	Criterion C: Creating the solution

	Criterion D: Evaluating

	Physical and health education

	Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

	Criterion B: Planning for performance

	Criterion C: Applying and performing




	Criterion D: Reflecting and improving performance

	MYP projects

	Criterion A: Investigating

	Criterion B: Synthesizing and applying

	Criterion C: Communicating



	Criterion D: Reflecting 


b) How will I know if my child is doing well or not?

A rule of thumb that can help you is: the higher the level of achievement, the better your child’s performance. The levels have their descriptors which give a detailed account of the achievement.

e.g.:

Maths Criterion A: Knowing and understanding

	Achievement level 
	Descriptor

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.

	1-2
	The student is able to: 

i. select appropriate mathematics when solving simple problems in familiar situations
ii.  apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving these problems

iii. generally solve these problems correctly in a variety of contexts.

	3-4
	The student is able to: 

i. select appropriate mathematics when solving more complex problems in familiar situations
ii.  apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving these problems

iii. generally solve these problems correctly in a variety of contexts.

	5-6
	The student is able to: 

i. select appropriate mathematics when solving challenging problems in familiar situations
ii.  apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving these problems

iii. generally solve these problems correctly in a variety of contexts.

	7-8
	The student is able to: 

i. select appropriate mathematics when solving challenging problems in familiar and unfamiliar situations
ii.  apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving these problems

iii. generally solve these problems correctly in a variety of contexts.


c) What does the General attitude report mean?

General attitude report focuses on the students’ ability to learn independently, to organise their learning, to prepare for the lessons, to deliver the assignment tasks on time, their attitude towards learning and so on. Students’ attitude can be graded at excellent, good or needs improvement level.

d) What are the advantages of this criterion assessment?

The criterion assessment informs the students in advance what is expected from them in each unit of learning. The students know precisely what their strong and weak points are and consequently they can set further goals in order to achieve improvement. This can lead towards competence and independency in life-long learning.

